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Discover sparkling
Hyderabad

Caribbean
22 beach bars

r_; 'nza,n].a. on 11 islands

L sensational safari 5 AR, Budapest
2 the Serengeti € \ _ Street cafés & -

e A\ Turkish baths

La Vegas

S PLUS
San Francisco
Anftarctica
2 ~ A Cornwall

can road trip




ASIA &
AUSTRALASIA

ALSTRALIA
The Darling, Sychey plob
MONA Pavilions.
Tasmania p94

Wildman Wilderness Lodge,

Northern Territories ples
CAMBODIA
Song Saa Private Island
pl66
CHINA
Xoman Spa Hotel
Hangzhou plé7
Banyan Tree Macau plié
Hoted ICON,
Hong Kong p93
The Ritz-Carlton,
Hong Kong pl&7
Waldorf Astoria Shanghai
on the Bund pi4
INIDIA
Alila Bangalore pli/
Grand Hyatt Goa plé7
The Oberoi, Gurgaon 93
The Park On Holiday
Beach, Goa plGE
Vivanta by Taj - Bekal,
Kerala pl6&
THAILAND
The St Regis Bangkok pl&s
VIETNAM
Anantara Mul Ne¢ Resort
& Spa pl&3
Fusion Maia Resort.
Da Narg pl6S

HOT
LIST

2012

THEAMERICAS
& CARIBBEAN

AHRGENTINA
Mio Buenos Awres plod
CANADA
Rasewood Hotel Georgia,
Vancouver pl6S
CHILE
The Singular Patagonia,
Puerto Bories plEQ
Tierra Patagonia Hotel &
Spa. Torres del Paine pled
ECUNIMOHR
Casa Gangotena,
Quito pil0
USA
Hétel Americano,
New York pa7
Hotel Bel-Air,
Los Argeles p35
Maondrian SoHo,
MNew York pl?0
Mr C Beverly Hills,
Los Argeles pd6
PUBLIC Chicago pl70
Radisson Blu Aqua Hotel
Chicago pl70
St Regis Bal Harbour
Resort, Miarmi p97

This vear’s Hot List covers 29 countries from
Argentina to Vietnam. The 60 hotels in

our final selection were chosen from hundreds
of suggestions from our correspondents
worldwide. Despite the economic climate
there were many strong contenders; and the
best vary from futuristic towers to ocean-edge
villas and revamped grandes dames. Plus,

in this Olvmpic year, we offer a preview of

the hotels about to open in London

UK, EUROPE, TURKEY &
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

DENMARK UK - LONDON SPECIAL
Bells Sky Corrrwedl, 45 Park Lanc,
Copenhagen pl03 Mayfair plCO
FRANCE Belgraves - 3 Thompsan
Altapura, Yal Thorens pl?i Hotel, Selgravis po@
Mandarin Oriental, Corinthia Holel London.
Paris Dl?l Whitehall 9101
Saint James Paris pl0v St Pancras Renaissance
IRELAND Kms‘::':o:l:ég
Ballyfin, County Laais pl7] The Zotter Towns ;
TTALY Clerkanwell p100
Armani Hotel Milano pl02 PLUS: on pl00-101, five
Palazzo Margherita, éxciting new hotels in
Basilicata p171 a dash to the finsh
The St Regis Florence pl/2
THENETHERLANDS
Canal House,

Amsterdam pl72
Conservatorium Hotel
Amsterdam 2103
RUSSIA
W St Petersbarg p172
SWITZERLAND
Backstage Zermatt p173
TURKEY
Amanruya, Bodrum pl/3
The House Haotel
Bosphorus, Istanbul pl73

f

AFRICA,INDIAN
OCEAN & MIDDLE EAST

ISRAEL
Beresheel,
Mitspe Raman pl74
MALDIVES
Ayada Maldives pl /4
Jumeirah Dhevanafishi pl07
MAURITIUS
Long Beach pl74
MOROCCO
Four Seasons Resort
Marrakech 174
MOZAMBIQUE
White Pearl Resorts.
Porta Mamali pl105
SEYCHELLES
Raffles Praslin
Seychelies pl
SOUTH AFRICA
Queen Victoris Hotel,
Cage Town pl7e
TANZANIA
Baraza Resort & Spa.
Zanziber plOv
Chem Chem,
Lake Maryara plC6
Singita Explore, Sngita
Grumet: Reserves pls
UAE
Rocco Forte Hotel
Abu Dhabi 2176

For reviews of the hotels not in the pages immediately following, turn to page 166
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NEW
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WORLD

ASIA & AUSTRALASIA
Continued from page 94

AUSTRALIA

THE DARLING

Svdney

The Darfirg carnies e cnmstakabie stamp
of & metropokitan art galiory: suspended
above the entrand & 2 gant soulpte of 3
ghdng swallow: behing the raception desk
15 an nstalaton of beonre lesmees on 3 wivid
red pendd; two enormous Akira Sogma regs
creste inhmai spaces within $¢ cathedal
s@ad lobby. Housed in a 16-storey glass
tower, The Oariing 5 attached to The Star
35N, 3 ghitzy complex recontly renovated
a2 oozt of £590 midbon, Views from s

17) rooms ave of the historic port and iy
Cenlre shyfine with the tamows Harbour
Bridee in e midde distonon; Py are bact
enjoyed from the Adored, Jewel and Stelar
Suites on P upper finors. Entry: kvl

166 Condé Nast Traveller May 2012

Darling rooms ae deconried b masouine
shades of fhay, bitte and prey with plom

aocents on thy handmade Yenehian glasses,

bathrbes, toweks, bed knen and cushions;
e pillow meny his no leaser than 12
ophons, there are Dodangte Naspresso
Machinez and Pod docking slations. The
=2 - Sydney’s arpest - Ras 16 troatment
ooms and two lammams 0 3 libyrinthine
Comples of subPy B ooeridors adoennd
with candieit back granite bowts and
hesrry bromoe scuiptures. The boted's
Sokyo restaucant serves Azrade Jaganese
cuisine from 2 Nobu-trainad chel and
there 3 3150 20 new restaurnts, bars
and cafés in the casing comples.
WEHIEN TO GO January for summer
and the Sydoey Festvat May and June for
ccoler dnier weather

ROOM TO BOOK Splash ot om &
Jewwsd or Adoead suite 00 the barhowr 5da

00 &1 2 9777 9888 www ihedving covag.

Ovubles from AS399 (abou! £270)

WILDMAN
WILDERNESS LODGE
Mary River Wetlands,
Northern Territory

A comfortable two-hour dnve fom Darwin,
‘Wikiman Wiklemess Lodge is a gatoway

10 the raw. compaling beauty of Ausiraia's
tropical north 3t & seasonabie, half-board

Wildman Wilderness Lodpe, Absteiia

price. Bs misson is lo give traseliors an
nsght inlo the cutyres, communities snd
erronmant of thes ecolepcaly serctive
regon, u 12 erales trom the Workd
Heritage Site of Kakads Nationat Pack,
Trese is plaaty of wikdide {erocodies,

walér buffalo, wallabas, monilor krards,
dingoes, tyng foexs and pealie birdile)
and the lodge & m 2 prime spot from
which to enjoy the spectacular Mary Rives
wetlands ecosystem. Actiaties inchade
Aborigiral cuturad tours, crutes acmss

the thood plan in 2ir-bots (wet season)

o Sour-wheet draves {dry saason), oy
fours o Kakadu, scenic hebcopier fhghts

and top-cHthe-Ine barramund lishing,

The homestiead and caing may give some
VISHOns 3 serse of diga wr at e reant
thozure of Wrothams Fark Station, #5 lodge
nirastraciore mes transpocted 2.800km
from the Caims hinterfand o Mary River
The X air-condioned cabirs s3haped
from Wretham ofar the mos! kauricus
accommodabion: there are 5o 10 doubie
satan tents and fve amily tents sheping up
1o fous. AK the tants hawe csling fans and
en-zule bathroors, Three-course dnners
and full breabfasts are inchuded in the price
ang are Saved at the wery shieh homesdread
WHEN TO GO Widman is open trom
1 Masth 10 30 November, The dry season
Dyshwnen May-Septombex is mest comiortatie,

but the wet 563500 is whess the flood plains
e at their meed scenically baautiful,
ROOM TO BOOK O of the
aircondmionad cabins.

00 61 8 8978 5955; wwnmATIamAdamess
fockhe.com.wy, Laduns (sleeping ) fram
AF620 (about £425) tents (sieepiig o) from
£330 Prices voludle besakfast and dianer

CAMBODIA

SONG SAA PRIVATE
ISLAND

Croupying tvo dminuties whes off the
Cambaodian coast, Song San Private Iddand
enjoys splendd solation. Your neighbours
i the archigelags are 3 fow fishing vilazes,
and the znimals of the rainfoeest. We
vistod bedore the official opening (Noods
n Thalend Bad deiaad construclion by
Eree months), but desplle inial mishaps,
Song Saa ok L4 %o soduca, Its 27
thatiched vilas are scattered varicusty over
a forest-coverad hil, along the watar's
edpe. and above the water on <tills; they
allhawe seciudad Wrracss and private
pows, Origiral artwoeks and iedividus
Cesgn cetalls 30d 3 dictinctive touch (500
35 2 plass Moor in the lounge area of coe
vilia, with an aguarium view of fishin the
562 bkow), Meals are served at the
Over-witer restagrant, beside the infinity
podl (or ewanin i), in your vily, on the
beach - and chet Nesl Wagers cuising is
uperb, Thare's a spa and actties inchade
snockeling, bargzlong, and toak tigs o
viliges on neighbouning iskands. This
realy is getting awery from it o, and to add
¥ Sorg Saa's hooeymoon appeal a sy
temple 00 3 nearly dond can be used for
oMl wedding ceremonizs of Buddhist
blessings, There's a serioes environmmantal
el 1oo 2 marne resenve exlends

200 matres o the ouer odge of the
<ol raefs that fringe both klands, and 2
bighly qaitied consarvalion d2am can

fill you in on grojects through which Sorg
Saa is bazing a traid W responstie
desvioperant in the archipedzgo,

WHEN TO GO The cod gart of the
ey season: Novesriber 1o Febeuary,
ROOM T'O BOOK Vit 22 offers
not only 2 prvate pool but s own Mtle
stretch of sandy beachdermace,

00 855 236 860360 www.sivgsacom,
Fram USS1.902 per wis per might, incluciog
transters from mandvid, mests, drinks
(house wwies, spivils, beers and 5ot dnngs).
fauvndry and use of Rsyaks, snorkeling prar
and ather resort aQuivney

CHINA

BANYAN TREE MACAU
There’s an ol pimary schodl leachers
tricks if chibdeen @t rowdly, don't ratse

your voice - lowrs £ The dids wil
instinctanly quist dosn to kston. The same
065 for lueary B doesa't have Lo shout, it
shoukd whesped Amid the gaudy lghts

nd roend-the-clock madaess of the vast
new Galay Besort in Macau, casing




capital of the woekd, the Banyan Trese
m n2ss of seresitg 1t's the [6%% Souches
u! make it specal the nobepaper in your
room s nok just eaced, 15 parsonalsad
with your name. ¥
maotde phone, with 3 host
call The s
intrusise, But the Banyan Tree can do
bz-pechiee, too, £ach of the 246 rooms
is & syite. Each sulte has 33 cen rebaastion
poct, The desian & Zen mnimal, right
down B0 the by black Telan wooden
tubin the tathroom, Sut akso hetach
push-button binds. state-of-e-art TV
i todlel whase healed seat thoughtfully
15 up 35 you approach
saud Iyl 6 everything woept wash
your tacksde for you, bt there's a tutton
tor that, 1oo. A3d in & buge 520 and 3
supert top-ficor restauran, the Bekon,
encentneally o

ou're pven use ol 2
29hour

13T are atlentiee wihout Leng

wiukd hawe

and $hiz & - whisper it -
new hoted n 3 oty 8

protably the finast

{ acau’s Portuguese
b.nhg* makes Chrstmas 3 specal ime,
m Llu v,. New r\-..u

\ Ewen the smaler

sud -;Hu 100 square metres for sl aeer
for £505 grees you hal highrolber cachel.
00 853 8583 8813 wawchanyawtrer. com/’
envinscau Ooubles trom £220

T ncke the Mt up The Rtz Cariton, Hong
¥ong © %0 swifch between Lemuel Guilivers
Smbcingnag and Likput, One moment

you're dwarfed by the Gly's skystapers:
swishow 2 couple of trmes 1o equaise the
pressure, and JX0) metre: of, the
buidings are looking pasitvely puny. Just
as the bgpest buffet in the wodd wouldn't
necessarily serve the best ood, o the
htzhest hotel n Asia mght not be the
ideal place 1o <ty Suthos 1o Sy and
stppng chicus puns such as scaling

v 5, 1he Ritz
The dezign thame - a not unswrprsng
‘East ments West' - 5 rendered with 3 fair
amourd of subtiety, and sgeoad with
elements such as bue palssandm marbie,

h Cation has aced it

whch 5 wsad Broughout. The 312 rooms
and sutes are 3l cne might capect fom
this hoted Zroup. bk ot would be 3 wery
dull guest who found the Pod/Ble-ray
U plywowhatever mose infrigung than

S hs Of har nosa aganel the wndow
and posying swhide. Naturaty
compatition for window seats at the Halian
e Chinese restaurants on the XCnd flooe
1 mitense; stralbng throuzh the demnated
winte Oxlar hetweesm Lhe lwo is noedibly
wepining. The abwicus conchsion
awirni of nghtchub, bae
and sestaurant which would ergure s
popuiarity even il & were not at the top of
the hu wesl hotel in .'..

1 {
WHEN T

NE,

The clearest days
when city. meuu AuJ Berpond are at

nad 10 an aquatic thame,

of bracher coniendars,

L2200, bart e Shy Yils 3 160 square metres

thesr mast panoramic - usually bl bebween

Septamber and )a;-m'bu

. One of the

»..rm Carlton or Premees
Esecutive, on the 156t floce

00 852 22%3 Z
Doulves

mid-ter sy

o ntzcamon

com
2480 (about 615)

Froudty mod Cinits architechue
and minmalst in defaiing, this 68-room
spa hotel oweriooking the Jiad Nativoa
YWtland Park showearses Chima's emesping
resot msthedic, The paoperty & part of
the Westbrock Riserl, 3 kind of bucoke
megr-retreat (£ also houses Shemton
Banyan Tree and Angsana hotels) belovwed
of Chinese deselopers. The baey glass and
martie eadenor evORes 3 Conbamporary

arl gz the tiked lobby is recolent of
2 meschant hank; withn, the hotel's charm
Quotint Begins 1o reseal itsdl The
cream-and-whie bedeooms and sutes

ane spanngly shied with wood paneling
and fooe-to-oeling ghass windows and e
quppad with Fod docks and bealy
sourced Ba Yan Ka La bath peod
5 an organ gounmet Chness «

and wire Bar and a threedevel
1weary with higckleather banquattes
ekments are mere leasers, howeer for the
semarkahle MetaSpa. Desgred by Ho + Hou
Shuda Architects, ths palatal spil-lew

-

pesmos e © Gop

A T

These

PR IS 2 movie-5et N wanRng, with %
tregianam sooms prowding scphisticaled
beauty and spa therapees, using products
rcudng Cosmedan, TMT and (mechisivedy
i China) ALS from Switaerand,
dark granie, marbk: and Fardwoods, the
slepped perarle steam pool and lourl s a
2lst<entury update of a Canteal Eurcpean
bathheuse efriched by mod-cnetal
ambence, Dnly 2 20-minyte cab noe rom

ed by

domstown Hargzhou, coe of Chin

afloent cities, Xouan Spa Hotel 65 3 elned
e ul Irom B Big cly - Chinese shyle.
TENTO GO Spang (Ape-May)
\quiu 0 {Sept-Now) for the best
chance cf

cheayr shies
K A Spa suite with
m gremhouse garcen

South India’s first urban resort & m the
hi-tech hub of Whtatiekd AX0&m tom
Bangakos city cenlre and home 1o workd-
axss technokogy parks, IMpeessae CoMorale
¢ and satlusive residential
encirees to house the muthinghona
workforce, With its South-East Asian design
and shyfish tzaditional ledian touches,
[uch 36 R p s chais on the ary

CIMPUS

lerraces, Bae new 120-bedioom Alla is 2

te dining room
ot The Rit=-Caritan, Hong Kong

relaeng hawn %om
comenerdal bustle of the area. There are
dstinctive bronze ligunines by lotal sculptor
Diergry Menon outsice the dooes of the
SPI0O0US DedoonTs and sutes, the pullic
spaces make the most of Bangakore’s

mekd chmate with shaded Con 5

al the lyparactive

soothing waber fealures, The
nas an eatensae mens wih g
o5 well 35 Agian and
furopean dehes, Them's 2 sun-soaknd

ndian cusines

pOOF deck ca the Titth fiooe with & 20medre
minty pool and peetty woews ower local
s and Varthur Lake n the detance.
Sea Alls uses superb organc products
fom Bak; moming yoga classes ane held
peol deck.

PO GO Bangakore 15 2

its best n the Indien minker montts,
Novemnber to February when the dagtime
temperature & in the mid-20 Cs.
ROOM TO BOOK The four sutes
at the rear of the p othing
the fidds and acrces %o the lake.

operty hawe 50

wews

00 92 80 2854 £446; wwaVahotels.com,
Doubves RsE.200 (about £105)
IYATT GOA

s larpest luery resort can accommodiade
X) weddng puests and prand processions
complede with ric parnisoned deghants.
T hoted has dready hosted
preshipous events, inchuding the ndia Resont
Fashion Week and the Goa Thnkfest;
together with the supard 13 and
service dandards, thase have established
thes hoted 35 oma of the best n nda, Jist

1 Goa's most

15 mirntes” drive froen Panien, Goa's capital
the hotel i5 et in 28 20005 of tropical
gardens owerlooking Bambokm Bay. Al 298
rooms and 16 suites have hipe femos
many hawe splendsd viesss, The bubdngs
were inspired by IMh-cenlury Forluguese
architectre but the comemporary imdenors
Tarme miroduced dements o bcal aalls and
sandsicos mio the desizn. The man “palace’

houses the racepton, restautnts and tars
e Wrrdsh, 2n ebagant sesrlood nestararnt;
the Dining Rnom for mutticutusl teffets
Chuha for seponal Ins arg (eoaoufive
chef Mark Hagan fancdpichna h beam

P

Inday lo ereane autherdory)
SANVES eareliant espeesy
podt & sersoundead by 2

beees and thare

103d-side eakenes
¢ Cometarnn

h Kege outdoor
yex-okd barmyan
25-metre

dhabas HI05S

ndode pool in
the lueurious Shamara Sea along with 19
treatment sutes, an impeessve fitness

oantre and & yoza Shudio
WHEN TO GO Goa is nosssingly a
year roued destinabon,

=000 pariod.

VOOK The Bay View
reons in Jl'ox 7 have worderful views
ACT05S 3 paim geowe and the uns of 3
Wih<entury chapal %o the bay bepend
Room 7136 has unintermuples views.

00 91 832 200 1504; wawgos grand.
hyattcont. Doubies from RsI0.200

(bout £120) -

PopUEar evenan e




